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hi* “Argument* proving the Inespediencv of a* Intero*- 
riogfr C opyrigh t Law r ond hers mre hi® * Arguments,* 
primed two veers ago, end now *' imperatively” and 
«highly rratifyingly” primed again .*hr fn«nyome Jnift 
j«w To illustrate tW prices which the 
have to pe^ for Seafieh boots,protected I 
smote, a few examples will suffice,’* iavt 
« The pabticabon price of the Pickwick 
'Papers, ill titrated, in England t« - 
?■’ H The s«»e work published beds « 

’ D’Iskaoli’s Afnenitlea of Lit. 

■f Jay’s Morning Exercise*, - - - 
ot Hannah More’* Life, «■■'>' - : * «. 

3 n TtWhePs Sacred History, - * i 

8cuth»sy^ Ptwtioal Woitt, •-.fcinatfl + 
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nre numbers, most be confined to the wealthy.” How¬ 
ever, as Job® can have no argument to offer, I shall not 
bet let me ask John Campbell what eight be or 
■ny other man, whether in humble Or ass d fed me, ha* to 
that the enjoyment of’ Shawn Tunset*t life long 
labors should be furnished to him in a«*cee«te num¬ 
bers at IS a year, or be brought to his door at 40 or 60 




oot be allowed tbe privilege of using them ae he mm 
fit ? If me eao take from him the fruit* of hie labor 
witbottt paying him the price that ha pom upon them, 
may we oot also take from bi* neighbor, acme paper- 
'.lealmg John Campbell, his stock of foolscap and letter 
paper r For my awa j*rt, I see no particular necessity 
that any poor man, or neb maa, has tor D’lsmeb’s Ame¬ 
nities of Literature, or Southey's Poetical Work*; and I 
doubt exoeediogly whether they will be found in any poor 
man's home in the country. 1 have never znet with thenr 
m the house* of any of my poor relations, neither can I 
beast of being the possessor of them myself. Have we 
not tbe Bible, and Snakspeare, aad Milton, and Bacon, 
and Fielding, and Addison, and 8wift, and a host of 
others? and have we not Cervantes, and Leeage, and 
MoLtere, and Ooitbe, and a host like them, from tbe Conti¬ 
nent, free of charge ? What nonsense, is it not then, John, 
for you to talk of depriving those in the more humble 
walks of life, of that enjoyment which is conveyed to them 
in successive numbers ? To be candid with you, John, as 
poor an opinion as 1 have formed of you, from reading jour 
«* Arguments Proving the Inexpediency of an International 
Copyright Law,'* I do not inink so meanly of you ns 
to believe that you have any faith in your own doctrines. 




Spark** Life of ^ 
Banc roll’* Umtod 


Aq infe rior edition, • - • • 3 #0 

Prescott's Ferdinand k Isabella, 3 vole. 7 60 f ** 
Stephens’ Travel* in C. A-, 9 vol*. - 6 00 

u How it certainly require* oo reasoning to prove,” coo- 
untie* out im mac u l ate John, M that the price* of thaw 
work* place them beyond the reach of the midd li n g and 
poorer classes, dot i* the cnee different in the lighter de¬ 
partment of literature, and in work* of poetry or fiction— 
the range of price* in all being equally high." 

flow it certainly doe* require a good deal of reasoning 
to prove modest John'* a* * eni on*. He very well know* 
that all who have lime and a disposition to reed books, can 
obtain all that a reasonable man could deaire. That in 
all pail* of the country there are libraries and book dub*, 
from which very costly work* j 
payment of a very 


inconsiderable tom. There i* a 
library in our city containing 90,000 vola, for the nee of 
which, for a whole year, only two dollar* i* required. 
That our district school libraries furnish a* much whole¬ 
some reading as those who have occasion to resort to them 
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as* alfov d**d tr tH* jw*~ rm '+T dames of society, bsfvv they s^y 
better riaftt. I M& teats, to dg prim the author of the fvtm 
of Ms Mora ffcaa the m-chan*: of fewer f Mrrwer 

m raw f Wkfc what fee* ctfl <fa*» paper d e al er assert 
of fV six •mWnn whom be bat nam e d who**, that the 
chief otrtset of tbwf labor* *hw p ec swsa fy compesearVm ? 
ff i an, day were tun far their pain*, far 1 doth ant, 
that triib the nceptirw of Irving. eft her of them would 
bare earned more if be bad empjpred bi» time a* a scrive¬ 
ner , tbaa ha baa by the pmdociioa of the book named. 
I nd ee d , the price* of theta works, when tee cow a ide r the 
labor which they cost, die actual oothtv of m oney r e quir e d 
io gathering the mate rial* necessary tor their ftompr^ftiow. 
■m the bodily danger in c ur r e d , are ao i ncoa sid e r Jb le a* to 
forfud the thought; they fill me with ad m irat i on fair tbe-r 
seal aad high mothers in demoting their thaw, their health 
their talents and their substance for the benefit tad honor 
of this country. Yet there are the men, aad other* who 
are striving to ernolate them, whom dea f r o e t ioo John 
Campbell demand* of the American people that their 
place* may be filled by foreign aotbor* at a cheaper rate ; 
and he profeme* to be influenced in fen* Algerine Arg um e n t* 
by e regard for the poor! 

** Thus, Irving’’• and Cooper'* novel*," continue* John 
Campbell, “ are published at two dollar*, while thorn of 
James and Bolwer are aold at one fourth the price—end 
so on how far aoever the compariaon may be extended." 
Any boy in the street woo Id laugh at the wild absurdity of 
•neb a tniaetateroent aa tbi*. It ia perfectly well known 
to every body, John Campbell included, that all of Coop¬ 
er's late works have been sold at twenty-fire cents a vot: 
as to Mr Irving’s novels, I should esteem it a favor if the 
distinguished writer of tbeae “ Arguments’* would name 
diem, and when and where they were published at two 
dollar*. 

Our author next quotes some thieves* arguments, from 
the speech of a Mr. Geary, on Sergeant Taifourd’s bill, 
whereby his own views are sustained, and himself prodi¬ 
giously gratified to learn the fact, that Wordsworth having 





have found one little spot wbei 
oor pleasant friend, instead of 
taoe to him, at 1 have been co 
fitlly agree with John, that no 
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blirg Mam, at rates a trifle lee* then they would be able 
to do, under an international copyright law; bat this dif¬ 
ference in price of theee wholly unnecessary works, is act 
an equivalent for the greeter price that we are compelled 
to pay for scientific books, tint are indispensable ra the 
education of oar youth, and the im p rove m e n t of oor co u nt r y, 
all really important and deeirabte works that emanate from 
toe F.ngusn tod boouiicnimi prfisci, con us inntiuciy 
more then they would do under an international co py righ t 
law. Many work* *hat should be laroelv circulated 
among us, are only known here by reputation. One of the 
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